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ADVERTISEMENT 


For the preparation of the Introductory Remarks prefixed to 
this volume, as well as for correcting the proofs of the tables 
which compose it, the Superintendent of the Baptist Mission 
Pi ess is indebted to J F M Reid, Esq , Register to the 
Courts of Sudder Dewanny and Nizamut Adawlut at Calcutta 
For the great kindness of this Gentleman, in taking upon him 
such an addition to his official duties. Mi Pearce embraces this 
opportunity of expressing his best acknowledgments , while he, 
at the same tune, congratulates the Government and the Public, 
that by this means they are supplied with a volume of far superior 
accuracy to any which it would otherwise have been in his power 
to supply. 


Calcutta, 1 
20 th July , 1835 J 
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Tub following Tables, compiled from the manuscript originals in the 
Register’s Office of theSudder Dewanny Ad.iwlut at Calcutta, are published 
under the authority of Government They will be found extensively 
useful to the Ofliters of Government, Merchants, Indigo-planters, and 
others who have dealings with the natives of the country, in comparing 
the con esponding dates of the several a*ras current m the provinces of 
Bengal, Behar, Orissa, and Ben.ues, and in the ceded and conquered 
provinces; and in ascertaining the correctness of law papers and other 
documents, which are fiequently fraudulently altered in one or more of 
their dates, with a view to adopt them to the substantiation of a desired 
fact, or to negative their value or importance, as the case may be 

In Bengal, the Bengalee yeai, where no specific mention of another sera 
is made, is understood to be intended; in Oiissa, the Willaity They 
are used respectively in the collection of the Government revenue, and in 
transactions between individuals, in those pi evinces 

The Fuslee and Rumbut years are, in like manner, current m v the 
pi ovine es of Behar and Benares, and in the ceded and conquered provinces. 
The Government levenue is collected by the Fuslee yeai , and the common 
transactions of life ate, as tcgaids the period of their occurrence, regulated 
by it The Ruinbut year is chiefly used by native merchants and bankers. 

The Hyree yeai obtains gem*ral!y, throughout the provinces, in a 
greater or less degree, as the local commuuity may or may not consist of 
Mahomedans; to tiatisaet ions amongst whom it may be said to be 
exclusively confined 

The Bengalee and Willaity are solai , the Fuslee and Sumbut, lunar 
years , and the calculations, m all, accord with the principles of the 
Hindoo Astronomy. The daj s of the month of the three first-mentioned 


VI 


imkowtciiox 


styles are reckoned in consecutive order ; ho that the first d.ty being found 
m the tables, the subsequent dates can he easily jimci t, lined in the 1 
Surabut, howevei, the date cannot lie asm taint'd if not given in the taldes, 
in consequence of dates being expunged ami icptnUd, tut will bo hei < after 
explained 


The Hindoo solar yeai con-ists of 16 > days, 15 glum re* qo puls, 
and 22J bepuls*, and is divided into 12 months each < oimm m mg from 
the moment the sun enteis a new sign of the zodiac. The follow mg table 
shews how far the months comade with the English months, and the 
sign of the zodiac in wlm h the sun is dui mg eat h month. 
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The Bengalee year commences on the 1st of Bysakh , the Wiil.ut) ou 
the 1st of Assun. 


The Hindoo lunar year is shorter than the solar by 10 davs, 
gliurrees, 29 puls, and 22 1 iK'puls. Tins difleiome, in two solar years eight 
months and 15 days, amounts to one month. In the year in which it 
attains to this, viz. that in which two conjunctions ocuu while the sun is 
m the same sign, the second month is called by the same name as the 
preceding, and is denominated found, or tfdhtk, or inter* aim y. No religi- 
ous festivals occui in this month. The intercalations occur from C’byt to 
Assun, both inclusive. 

The Fuslee year commences on the |st of Assun, (railed also in the 
Western Provinces Kuwar the Sumbut year, with the fust day of Hie 
Soodee Puh% or second or bright semi-lunation of C’hyt 
The Fuslee and Sumbut months correspond in name and duration 
of time, and commencing on the day after the full moon, extend to the 
full moon following. The days of the Fuslee month are reckoned, as 


* 00 Tils or Unoopuls as 1 Bqml 
eo Bopula, „ 1 p u | 

00 Puls, , ss 1 Ghurroo or Du ml 

#0 Ghumes, *, , * as 1 Natural Iky anti Night 
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1 before stated, m consecutive order those of the Surabut are governed by 
the following principles 

The month is divided into 30 equal paits or Tit’hs, and again into 
two Puk’hs , or semi-lunations, each consisting of 15 Tit'hs The first 
semi-lunation commencing on the day after the full moon ( Poorunmashee ), 
ends with the new moon (Umawus) , and is called the Budee Pukh, or 
daik semi-lunation the second commences on the day after the Umawus, 
and ends with the Poorunmashee, and is denominated the Soodee Puh'h, 
or bright semi lunation 

The civil or Fuslee month consists of from 28 to 30 days the Tiths, 
therefoie, of a month of 30 days, will be, each, longer than those of 
a month of 28 oi 29 days, and, as the Hindoo civil day embraces the 
period between sun-rise and sun-rise, a day will occasionally occui in 
which two Tit’hs will expne Sometimes again no Tit'h will expire during 
the course of the day In the first instance, the second Tit’h will be 
expunged , the day invariably taking its name from the first Tit’h which 
ends during the course of it eg the fust Tit’h expires just after sun-rise 
of the fiistday of Poos Fuslee , the second before sun-rise of the second day 
of Poos Fuslee , the third, duung the course of the second of Poos Fuslee 
then* the fiist day of Poos Fuslee will be called Poos Budee Purwa, the 
second Poos Fuslee, Poos Budee Teej (the second Tit’h being expunged) , 
the third Poos Fuslee, Poos Budee Chouthee, and so on In the second 
instance, the day in which no Tit'h expires will be called by the same 
number as the piecedmg day e g the first Tit’h expires about the 
close of the first, or exactly at, or a little before sun-rise of the second 
Fuslee day , and the second, just after sun-rise of the third Fuslee day , 
thenf the first Fuslee day will be denominated Poos Budee Purwa , the 
second, also Poos Budee Purwa , the thud, Poos Budee Dooj , the fourth. 
Poos Budee Teej , and so on 

The Hijree months are not constructed on astronomical principles 
The month commences fiom the evening on which, (the day with 
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the Mahomedans comment mg at sun-set) the new moon In seen The 
duration of the month therefore depends on the state of the atmosphne, 
and may vaiy m different places not far distant. No month can tout, mi 
less than 29, oi more than 30, days : e. g if the new moon he seen on 
the evening of Sunday the 29th of Mohuiruni, the next day, Monday, 
will be the let day of Suffer. Should the Jieu\ oils he cloudy, and no moon 
be seen on Sunday evening, Monday will be the 80th of Mohumun and 
Tuesday, the 1st of Suffer. In deeds, therefore, duted by the Muhunnd.ui 
year, the day of the week should also be inserted 

The following are the names of the mouths of the Uyiee year : 

1 Mohumun 7 Rtgub. 

*2 SulTei $ Slmhan 

3 Itublx C ool Awul. 9 Rumztwn. 

4 Rubber ooh Kanee, or ool Akhir. 10 fihawal 

5 Juundoe ool Awul 11 Hilkatdrh. 

6 Tumadeo oos fiance, or ool Akhir. 12 Zilliijeh 

Under the dynasty of the Moghul Emperors, the year of the reign* 
mg Sovereign was usually inscribed in documents of a public nature 
The year commenced from the accession of the Sovereign, and is called 
the year of the Juloos (reign). In the tables, the sixth yeai ot the Ju lexis 
of Shah Alum commenced on the fust of Juniadee ool Awul, 1 17H, llijm», 
or Wednesday, 31st Octohei, A JD 176t The fust yeai of the .fulncwof 
Acber Shah Sauce commenced on the 6th ot Runi/.uu, 1221 , Ilijree, 
Tuesday, 18th November, A. D. 1806. 

For a more full account of the Native Mrm, see Gilchrist's Hut* 
doostanee Philology, vol. III. page 301. 
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